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Top Commonwealth lawyers gather in London

Hundreds of prominent lawyers and judges from all fields of practice in the 53-country Commonwealth will meet in London this year at the Commonwealth Law 2005 conference. 

Scheduled for 11-15 September, the event will bring together the Golden Jubilee of the Commonwealth Law Conference and the annual conference of the Law Society of England and Wales. It will be the first time the Commonwealth Law Conference has been held in London since it was launched there 50 years ago.

As many as 1,500 lawyers are expected to attend the prestigious event, sponsored by Barclays Bank, which will be held at the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre in Westminster. Highlighting the four-day gathering will be several keynote addresses, including speeches from Lord Bingham of Cornhill, the former Lord Chief Justice of England and Wales and now the senior Law Lord, Mary Robinson, the former Republic of Ireland president and UN commissioner for human rights, and Guyana’s first Attorney General and former Minister of Foreign Affairs and Justice, Sir Shridath Ramphal.
Colin Nicholls QC, President of the Commonwealth Lawyers Association, said ‘In the last 50 years, the conference has established itself as the premier legal event in the Commonwealth. All branches of the legal profession - judges, magistrates, public and private sector lawyers, academics, paralegals and executives of the Commonwealth’s law associations - meet to discuss vital issues affecting the Commonwealth’s law and its legal profession.

‘The theme of this year’s conference; Developing Law and Justice, embraces the momentous issues facing the Commonwealth’s lawyers today: globalisation and the environment, security and freedom,  corporate social responsibility, discrimination and the protection of the under-privileged, family law and the child, access to justice, and the future of the legal profession itself. There are also sessions on HIV/AIDS, disaster relief, Islamic law and banking.’ 

In addition to keynote speeches, the programme also will feature workshop streams covering: human rights, criminal law and practice - including constitutional law, the judicial officer, and the law and small states.
Specialist topics will include: environmental law, liabilities at sporting events, freedom of information and the regulation of the media, legal issues arising out of natural disasters, and liabilities of public authorities for exercise of statutory powers.

Delegates can benefit from early booking discounts by registering on line at: www.commonwealthlaw2005.com 

The social programme includes a welcome reception and dinners, as well as an accompanying guest programme providing a wide selection of sightseeing and London cultural events.

